
1 
 

TEXT FOR SENDING TO PRESBYTERIES FOR RETURNS BY 31 DECEMBER 2024 
Cumulatively, all proposed changes are shown in bold red font. 
 
THE CONFESSIONS OF FAITH OVERTURE  
 
The General Assembly again adopt the Overture the tenor whereof follows, and transmit the same a 
second time to Presbyteries for their consideration under the provisions of Article VIII of the Articles 
Declaratory in Matters Spiritual (1921), directing that returns be sent to the Principal Clerk not later 
than 31 December 2024. 

The General Assembly, with consent of not less than two-thirds of the whole of the Presbyteries of 
the Church obtained in two immediately successive years, enact, ordain and declare that Articles II 
and V of the Articles Declaratory in Matters Spiritual (1921) enacted by the General Assembly of 
1926 and the Preamble, Questions and Formula authorised by the General Assembly of 1929 shall be 
amended as follows:  

 
1. Articles Declaratory 
 
1.1 Change Article II from: 
II. The principal subordinate standard of the Church of Scotland is the Westminster Confession of 
Faith approved by the General Assembly of 1647, containing the sum and substance of the Faith of 
the Reformed Church.  Its government is Presbyterian, and is exercised through Kirk Sessions, 
Presbyteries, and General Assemblies.  Its system and principles of worship, orders, and discipline 
are in accordance with “The Directory for the Public Worship of God,” “The Form of Presbyterial 
Church Government” and “The Form of Process,” as these have been or may hereafter be 
interpreted or modified by Acts of the General Assembly or by consuetude. 
To:  
II. The subordinate standards of the Church of Scotland are contained in its Book of Confessions.  
The Book of Confessions contains the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, The Scots Confession, The 
Westminster Confession of Faith and the 1992 Statement of Faith.  Its government is Presbyterian, 
and is exercised through Kirk Sessions, Presbyteries, and General Assemblies.  Its system and 
principles of worship, orders, and discipline are in accordance with “The Directory for the Public 
Worship of God,” “The Form of Presbyterial Church Government” and “The Form of Process,” as 
these have been or may hereafter be interpreted or modified by Acts of the General Assembly or by 
consuetude. 

 

1.2 Also change Article V from: 
V. This Church has the inherent right, free from interference by civil authority, but under the 
safeguards for deliberate action and legislation provided by the Church itself, to frame or adopt its 
subordinate standards, to declare the sense in which it understands its Confession of Faith, to 
modify the forms of expression therein, or to formulate other doctrinal statements, and to define 
the relation thereto of its office-bearers and members, but always in agreement with the Word of 
God and the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith contained in the said Confession, of which 
agreement the Church shall be sole judge, and with due regard to liberty of opinion in points which 
do not enter into the substance of the Faith. 
To: 
V. This Church has the inherent right, free from interference by civil authority, but under the 
safeguards for deliberate action and legislation provided by the Church itself, to frame or adopt its 
subordinate standards, to declare the sense in which it understands its Book of Confessions, to 
modify the forms of expression therein, or to formulate other doctrinal statements, and to define 
the relation thereto of its office-bearers and members, but always in agreement with the Word of 
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God and the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith contained in the said Book of Confessions, 
of which agreement the Church shall be sole judge, and with due regard to liberty of opinion in 
points which do not enter into the substance of the Faith. 
 
2. Ordination and Induction Vows 
 
2.1 Change the vow:  
Do you believe the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith contained in the Confession of Faith 
of this Church?  
To  
Do you believe the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith expressed in the Apostles’ and 
Nicene Creeds? 

 
2.2 Also create a new vow after the aforementioned one: 
Do you confess the Catholic and Reformed Faith of the Church as contained in its Book of 
Confessions, and promise to be guided by the said Book in your life and doctrine? 

 
3. Formula of Subscription  
 
3.1 Change the first paragraph of the Formula from:  
I believe the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith contained in the Confession of Faith of this 
Church. 
To  
I believe the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith expressed in the Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds.  I promise to be guided in my life and doctrine by the Book of Confessions of this Church. 

 
4. Preamble  
 
4.1 Change the last paragraph of the Preamble from: 
The Church of Scotland holds as its subordinate standard the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
recognising liberty of opinion on such points of doctrine as do not enter into the substance of the 
Faith, and claiming the right, in dependence on the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit, to 
formulate, interpret or modify its subordinate standards: always in agreement with the Word of God 
and the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith contained in the said Confession – of which 
agreement the Church itself shall be sole judge. 
To:  
The subordinate standards of the Church of Scotland are contained in its Book of Confessions.  The 
Book of Confessions contains the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, The Scots Confession, The 
Westminster Confession of Faith and the 1992 Statement of Faith.  The Church recognises liberty 
of opinion on such points of doctrine as do not enter into the fundamental doctrines of the Faith, 
claiming the right, in dependence on the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit, to formulate, 
interpret or modify its subordinate standards: always in agreement with the Word of God and the 
fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith expressed in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds – of 
which agreement the Church itself shall be sole judge. 


